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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

NEW ORLEANS DISTRIGT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 50287
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 701 B0-0267

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF;

Operations Division FEB 15 7un
Central Evaluation Section

SUBJECT: MVN 2000-3275-EQ

Estate of Frederick Sigur
Post Office Box 59
Arabi, Louisiana 70032

Dear Mr. Sigur:

Louisiana, are approved and wil] be included in your plans for the work authorized by the
Secretary of the Army in permit dated 12 February 1979 and subsequently extended on 17
Janvary 2007 from the District Fn gineer at New Orleans, Louisiana, The time Lmit for
completion of this work is extended to 31 January 2016,

The following special conditions are added to the authorization:

1.) The permittec understands and agrees that, if future operations by the United States require
the removal, relocation, or other alteration, of the structure or work herein authorized, or if, in the
opinion of the Secretary of the Army or his authorized representative, said structure or work shail
tause unreasonable obstruction to the free navigation of the navigable waters, the permittee will
be required, upon due notice from the Corps of Engineers, to remove, refocaie, or alter the
structural work or obstructions caused thereby, without expense to the United States. No claim
shall be made against the United States on account of any such removal or alteration,
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3.) If the proposed project, or future maintenance work, involves the use of floating construction
equipment (barge mounted cranes, barge mounted pile driving equipment, floating dredge -
equipment, dredge discharge pipelines, etc.,) in the waterway, vou are advised to notify the U.S,
Coast Guard so that a Notice 1o Mariners, if required, may be prepared. Notification, with g copy
of your permit approval and drawings, shall be mailed to the U.S, Coast Guard District, Sector
New Orleans Command Center, 201 Hammond Highway, Metairie, Louisiana 70005, about 1
month before you plan to start work, Telephone inquiries can be directed to (504) 846-5923,

4.) The use of the permitted activity shall not interfere with the public’s right to free navigation
on all navigable waters.

5.) Adequate erosion/sediment/turbidity control measures shall be implemented to insure that no
sediments or other activity related debris are allowed to enter state waters, Accepted measures
include the proper use of vegetated buffers, silt fences or other Environmental Protection Agency
construction site stormwater runoff conirol best management practices. These techniques shall be
maintained in effective operating condition until a point that sediment runoff from construction
activities is controlled and maintained.

6.} Many local governing bodies have instituted laws and/or ordinances in order to regulate
dredge and/or fill activities in floodplains to assure maintenance of floodwater storage capacity
and avoid disruption of drainage paiterns that may affect surrounding properties. Your project
involves dredging and/or placement of fill; therefore, you shall contact the {ocal municipal and/or
parish governing body regarding potential impacts to floodplains and compliance of your
proposed activities with local floodplain ordinances, regulations or permits,

7.) The permitiee shall assure that any contractors, foremen, and/or workers associated with
construction of the development are equally aware of the conditions and resirictions associated
with this approval.

8.) All dredging operations shall take place between May 1™ through September 30™,

9.) The bucket drop procedure developed by the U.S, Fish and Wildlifs Service (FWS) shail be
utilized during all dredging operations to discourage sturgeon presence in the dredging area. Prior
to dredging, the bucket will be dropped into the water and retrieved empty. Once the bucket is
retrieved, no work will be conducted for one minute, Personnel wiil observe the work area during
this one-minute period in an effort to detect Gulf Sturgeon, If sturgeons are detected, no work
will occur until the sturgeon leave the work area ont their own accord. If turbidity makes visual
observations mmpossible, then work will pracess after the one-minute no-work period. The bucket
drop procedure will be repeated when 15 minutes or more has elapsed with no in-water dredging,

10.) The permittee shall notify dredging personnel that Guif sturgeon may be present within the
area and that they are working within Guif sturgeon critical habitat.
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11.) Turbidity curtains shall be utilized around the project area to reduce the amount of
suspended sediments.

[2.) The permittee shall implement the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Sea Turtle and
Smalltooth Sawfish Construction Conditions (copy encl osed) during all in water work,

13.) The permittee shall implement the NOAA Fisheries Service’s Vessel Strike Avoidance
Measures and Reporting for Mariners standard measures (copy enclosed) during all in water
work.,

14.) Al contract personnel associated with the project shall be informed of the potential presence
of manatees and the need to avoid collisions with manatees, which are protected under the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 and the Endangered Species Act of 1973, All
construction personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the presence of
manatee(s). Temporary signs shall be posted prior to and during all consfruction/dredging
activities to remind personnel to he observant for manatees during active construction/dredging
operations or within vesse! movement zones (1.e., work area), and at least one sign shall be

careful observations shall be resymed, Any manatee si ghting shall be immediately reported 1o the
FWS Lafayette, Louisiana F ield Office (337-291-3 100) and the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries, Natural Heritage Program (225-765-2821).

15.) The bottom elevation of the marina and access canal shall slope downward towards Rigolets
Fass to facilitate flushing and minimize impact to water quality.

16.) Any change in use or overall layout of the present project proposal shall be submitted to this
office for our review, prior to implementation of that change.

All other conditions, to which the work is made subject, excepting the time limit for
completion, remain in full force and effect,

If the structure or work authorized is not completed on or before the date herein specified, this
authorization, if not previously revoked or specifically further extended, will cease and become
null and void,
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A copy of the first page of this permit approval letter must be conspicuously displayed at the
project site. Also, you must keep a copy of this signed letter, and a copy of the original permit
and drawings, at the project site until the work is completed,

BY AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

felordecss

Pete J, Serio

Chief, Regulatory Branch
For

Edward R, F leming

Colonel, U.S. Army

District Engineer

cc:
National Marine Fisheries Service

Attn: Ryan Hendren

263 13" Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 3370 -5505

Fish and Wildlife Service
646 Cajundome Boulevard, Suite 400
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506
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f*“ “’o‘ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT oF COMMERCE
s Natlonal Oceanic and Atmospherie Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FiSHERIES SERYICE
\ j Southeast Regional Office
el 263 13th Avenue South
St. Pelersburg, FIT, 33701

SEA TURTLE AND SMALLTOOTH SAWFISH CONSTRUCTION CONDITIONS

The permitice shall comply with the foi lowing protected species construction condit ans:

a.

The parmittee shall instruct pll pemsonne| associated with (he project of the potentia] presence of
these species and the need to avoid collisions with sea turtles and smalliooth sawfish, All
construction personnel are respanaible for ohserving water-related activities for the presence of

The permiitiee shall advise afl construction personnel that there are civi and criminal penalties for
barming, harassing, or killing sen turtles or smalltooth sawfish, which are protected under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973,

All vessels associated with the canstruction project shafl operzte al “no wakefidla" speeds at ali
times while in the construction area and while in water depths where the drafi of ihe vesse]
provides less than a four-foot clearance from the botrom, All vessels will preferentially follow
deep-water roules (e.g., marked channels) whenever possible.

If'a sea tortle or smalltooth sawfish is seen within 100 yards of the active daily
constryction/dredging operation or veseel movement, all 4ppropriale precautions shall he

mechanical construction equipment shal! cease immediately if a gen tuetle or smalltooth sawfish js
seen within a 50-f) radius of the equipment. Activitles My not resume until the protected species
hes departed the project area of its own volition,

Any collision with and/or injury to a sen turtle or smalltooth sawfish shall he reported
immediately to the Nutipnal Marine Fisheries Service’s Pratected Resources Division {727-824-
5312) and the local uuthorized sea turtte Stranding/rescue organization.

Any special construetion canditions, required of your specific project, outside these general
conditions, if applicable, will be addressed in the primary consultatiop,

Revised: March 23, 2005

<
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Vessel Strike Avoidance Measures

f“ﬂw&%
§@5 and Reporting for Mariners
-

NOAA Fisheries Service, Southeast Region

Bachkground

The Natfonal Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has determined that collisions with vessels can
injure or kill protecied species (e.g., endangered and threatened species, and roarine mammals),
The following standard measures should be implemented to reduce the risk assaciated with
vessel strikes or disturbance of these protected species to discountable levels, NMFS should be
contacted to identify any additional conservation and recovery issues of concem, and to assist in
the development of measures that may be necessary.

Protected Species Identification Tralning
Vessel crews should use an Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico reference guide that helps identify
profecied species that might be encountered in U.S. waters of the Atlantic Qcean, including the

Vessel Strike Aveidance
In order to avoid cansing injury or death fo marine mammals and sea turtles the following
measures should be taken when consisteni with safe navigation;

1. Vessel operaiors and crews shall maintain a vigilant watch for marine matnmals and sea
turtles to avoid striking sighted protected species,

2. When whales are sighted, maintain a distance of 100 yards or Ereater between the whale
and the vessel.

3. When sea turtles or small cetaceans are sighted, attempt to maintain a distance of 50
yards or greater between the animal and the vesse] whenever possible,

4. When small cetaceans are sighted while a vessel is underway (e.g., bow-riding), atiempt
1o remain pazallel to the animal’s course, Avoid excessive speed or abrupf changes in
direction until the cetacean hag Jeft the area,

J. Reduce vessel speed to 10 knots or less when mother/calf pairs, groups, or large
assemblages of ceieceans are ohserved near an underway vessel, when safety permits, A
single cetacean at the surfage may indicate the presence of submerged animals in the
vicinity; therefore, prudent precautionary measures shoyld always be exercised, The
vessel shall atternpt to route around the animals, maintaining & minimum distance of 100
yards whenever possible.

NMFS Southeast Region Vessel Strike Avoidance Mensurey ind Reporting for Mariners; revised Februnry 2008,
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6. Whales may surface in unpredictable locations or approach slowly moving vessels.
When an animal is sighted in the vessel’s path or in close proximity to a moving vessel
and when safety permits, reduce speed and shift the engine to neutral, Do not engage the
engines unlil the animals are cloar of the area.

Additional Requirements for the North Atlantic Right Whale
L. 1fasighted whale is believed to be a North Atlantic right whale, federal regulation
requires a minimom distance of 500 yards be maintained from the animal (S0 CFR
224.103 (c)).

2. Vesscls entering North Atlantic right whale critical habitat are required to report into the
Mandatory Ship Reporting System,

3. Mariners shall check with various communication media for general information
regarding avoiding ship strikes and specific information regarding North Atlantic right
whale sighting locations. These include NOAA weather radio, U.S. Coast Guard
NAVTEX broadcasts, and Notices to Mariners. Commercial mariners cafling on United
States ports should view the most recent version of the NOAA/USCG produced training
CD entitled “A Prudent Mariner’s Guide to Right Whale Protection” (contact the NMES
Southeast Region, Protected Resources Division for more information regarding the CD).

4. Injuced, dead, or entangled right whales should be immediately reported to the U.S. Coast
Guard via VHF Channel 16,

Injured or Dead Protected Species Reporting
Vessel crews shall report sightings of any injured or dead protected species immediately,
regardless of whether the injury or death is caused by your vessel,

Reporl marine mammals to the Southeast U.S. Stranding Hotline: 877-433-8299
Report sea turtles to the MMFS Southeast Regional Office: 727-824-5312

If the injury or death of a marine mammal was caused by a collision with your vessel,
responsible parties shall remain available to assist the respective salvage and stranding network
as needed. NMFS” Southeast Regional Office shall be immediately notified of the strike by

email (takereport.nrnfsser@noaa,goy) using the attached vessel strike reporting form.,

For additional infermation, piease contact the Protected Resources Division at:
NOAA Fisheries Service
Southeist Regional Office

!
263 13 Avenne South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Tel: (727) 824-5312
Visit us on the web at http://sero.nmfs.nona.gov

NMFS Southeast Region Vessel Strike Avoidance Measures and Reporting for Mariners; revised February 2008.
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