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Description for code PFO1A :
P System PALUSTRINE: The Palustrine System includes all nontidal wetlands
dominated by trees, shrubs, emergents, mosses or lichens, and all such
wetlands that occur in tidal areas where salinity due to ocean derived salts is
below 0.5 ppt. Wetlands lacking such vegetation are also included if they
exhibit all of the following characteristics: 1. are less than 8 hectares ( 20
acres ); 2. do not have an active wave-formed or bedrock shoreline feature;
3. have at low water a depth less than 2 meters (6.6 feet) in the deepest part
of the basin; 4. have a salinity due to ocean-derived salts of less than 0.5 ppt.
Subsystem :
FO Class FORESTED: Characterized by woody vegetation that is 6 m tall or
taller.
1 Subclass Broad-Leaved Deciduous: Woody angiosperms (trees or shrubs)
with relatively wide, flat leaves that are shed during the cold or dry season;
e.g., black ash (Fraxinus nigra).
Modifier(s):
A WATER REGIME Temporary Flooded: Surface water is present for brief
periods during growing season, but the water table usually lies well below the
soil surface for most of the growing season. Plants that grow both in uplands
and wetlands may be characteristic of this water regime.
Description for code PEM1A :
P System PALUSTRINE: The Palustrine System includes all nontidal wetlands
dominated by trees, shrubs, emergents, mosses or lichens, and all such
wetlands that occur in tidal areas where salinity due to ocean derived salts is
below 0.5 ppt. Wetlands lacking such vegetation are also included if they
exhibit all of the following characteristics: 1. are less than 8 hectares ( 20
acres ); 2. do not have an active wave-formed or bedrock shoreline feature;
3. have at low water a depth less than 2 meters (6.6 feet) in the deepest part
of the basin; 4. have a salinity due to ocean-derived salts of less than 0.5 ppt.
Subsystem :
EM Class EMERGENT: Characterized by erect, rooted, herbaceous hydrophytes,
excluding mosses and lichens. This vegetation is present for most of the
growing season in most years. These wetlands are usually dominated by
perennial plants.
1 Subclass Persistent: Dominated by species that normally remain standing at
least until the beginning of the next growing season. This subclass is found
only in the Estuarine and Palustrine systems.
Modifier(s):
A WATER REGIME Temporary Flooded: Surface water is present for brief
periods during growing season, but the water table usually lies well below the
soil surface for most of the growing season. Plants that grow both in uplands
and wetlands may be characteristic of this water regime.

The National Wetlands Inventory Service’s objective of mapping wetlands and 
deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level information on the location,
 type, and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of high
altitude imagery. Wetlands are identified based on vegetation, visible hydrology 
and geography. A margin of error is inherent in the use of imagery; thus, detailed 
on-the-ground inspection of any particular site may result in revision of the wetland 
boundaries or classification established through image analysis.
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